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Grand Ducal palace of Tuscany. Claudia did not take her
daughter Vittoria with her to Innsbruck, but as tin* lattri -was
betrothed to Feidinand left her at Florence in chaise oi hor
own sister Maddalena, in the convent of the Crocotta. \V!UMO
Vittoria was brought up until she was fourteen. By hci Mvcond
marriage Claudia had two sons and two daughteis. When in
1632 her husband Leopold died, she was appointed Reirent
of Tyrol on behalf of her young son, and ruled that count t\
well during the most difficult time in its history, showing her-
self a woman of much ability. She was Regent from 1(^2 to
1646, and not only greatly improved the administration and
resources of Tyrol, but also by her wisdom and watchful care
over the defences of the country she saved it from heini*
drawn into the Thirty Years' War in which all the ie?t of
the German empire was involved. In the museum at Inns-
bruck is to be seen a large picture depicting her sitting on
her throne presiding at a meeting of the Landstag on the
occasion of an urgent national crisis. Her eldest son, Ferdi-
nand Karl, married his first cousin, Anna de' Medici.H
Claudia's fine portrait by Sustermans in the Uffizi Gallery
shows her as she was at the age of thirty; in her dress there is
an absence of the excessive ornament then so much in fashion;
she has also dropped the high "Medici" collar, and wears
a, small plain one. In the corridor between the Uffizi and Pitti
Galleries there is also a fine portrait of her husband, the Arch-
duke Leopold, dressed in a tunic of yellow leather much em-
broidered, long yellow leather boots reaching 'to the thigh,
u wide sash round the waist to keep his sword in its place,
and by his side his helmet with a huge plume of blue and
white ostrich feathers, which, since the whole structure repre-
sents a height of about three feet, must have been highly in-
convenient when riding.

In 1627, Ferdinand, being then seventeen, was sent on a
tour to see something of the world before beginning to rule
on his own account He went first to Rome, but there the